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Banksy, an anonymous England-based street artist, recently rigged a frame holding his “Girl With Balloon”
to shred the picture after it sold at auction. As you read, take notes on how people responded to the
painting that self-destructed.

Imagine buying a new toy only for it to self-
destruct the moment you bought it. Well, last
week, it wasn’t a toy that self-destructed but a
famous painting by a street artist named Banksy.
Banksy is a mysterious artist for a number of
reasons. To some, he’s a menace1 and not a true
artist, whereas others believe that he’s one of the
most ingenious2 artists of modern times. You see,
no one really knows when one of his art pieces
will show up — it’ll just randomly appear
somewhere in a city, spray painted on the side of
a building, on a sidewalk, or some other piece of
property. One of his most famous pieces is titled,
“Girl With Balloon.” It’s a spray-painted art piece
of a little girl looking up at a floating red heart balloon. It’s one of Banksy’s most popular pieces, and
the original painting went up for auction last week. It proved to be quite popular, with the winner
bidding nearly $1.4 million for the iconic artwork!

But before the winner could even take it off the auction block, the painting started to self-destruct. Yes,
we said self-destruct! To the surprise of the auctioneer and everyone else in the room, the painting
started sliding down through what seemed to be an invisible shredder. Although people were clearly
shocked and some even disappointed, others said that it was one of the smartest moves ever made by
an artist. By shredding his painting, he actually increased the value of it. Some art experts believe that
the shredded version of the painting is now worth even more — after all, it was the artist himself who
folded yet another element of contemporary art3 into an already significant art piece. Well, it was later
revealed on Banksy’s Instagram account that he had planted a shredder in the frame of the painting on
the off-chance that it was ever sold at auction. After the shredding, Banksy posted on Instagram:
“Going, going, gone...” A few days later, the auction house confirmed that the painting was indeed sold
and renamed, “Love is in the Bin.”

So, was this the biggest prank ever to be achieved by an artist, or was there a larger purpose to the
shredding? Was the shredding of the painting another layer of contemporary artistry? What do you
think?

[1]

1. Menace (noun): a person or thing that is likely to cause harm
2. Ingenuous (adjective): clever, original
3. art that challenges traditional boundaries and is difficult to define
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which statement identifies the central idea of the text?
A. Banksy destroyed his work before it could be sold at auction to protest the art

world.
B. By destroying his artwork before it was sold, Banksy played a prank on the

artworld that mocked the price of art.
C. Banksy destroyed his artwork and then shared his reasons for his actions on

social media.
D. People don’t understand fully why Banksy destroyed his own work, but they

were captivated by his action.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “To some, he’s a menace and not a true artist, whereas others believe that he’s

one of the most ingenious artists of modern times.” (Paragraph 1)
B. “It’s one of Banksy’s most popular pieces, and the original painting went up for

auction last week. It proved to be quite popular, with the winner bidding nearly
$1.4 million for the iconic artwork!” (Paragraph 1)

C. “Well, it was later revealed on Banksy’s Instagram account that he had planted a
shredder in the frame of the painting on the off-chance that it was ever sold at
auction.” (Paragraph 2)

D. “So, was this the biggest prank ever to be achieved by an artist, or was there a
larger purpose to the shredding?” (Paragraph 3)

3. Which of the following describes the author’s main purpose in the text?
A. to praise Banksy for his prank and increasing the value of his painting
B. to criticize the art world for selling Banksy’s work in the first place
C. to explain what happened and speculate why Banksy destroyed his work
D. to prove that Banksy destroyed his work as a way to reject commercial art

4. How does the author’s discussion of Banksy’s art and his actions help us understand him as
an artist?

3



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. In the text, the author discusses how Banksy’s painting will likely be worth more now that it
is shredded. Why do you think this is? Do you think shredding any painting would increase
its value? Why or why not?

2. In the text, the author describes how some people don’t consider Banksy to be an artist.
What do you think makes someone an artist? When should something be considered art?

3. Do you pursue art in formal or informal ways? If so, what do you enjoy about art? If you
were as well-known as Banksy, would you keep your identity a secret? Why or why not?

4. Banksy is a street artist, meaning that he spray-paints on the street. Do you think all words
or pictures spray painted in the street should be considered art? Why or why not?
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